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Army civilian. The oldest was a hus-
band, a father, and a grandfather from
Spokane, WA. He was a civilian, a phy-
sician assistant who worked in rural
clinics and veterans hospitals. He was 4
years away from his retirement. The
youngest was just barely 19 years old, a
private first class from northern Utah,
who was just months away from de-
ploying to Afghanistan. A 29-year-old
sergeant from Wisconsin joined her Na-
tion’s military after the September 11
attacks. A 2l-year-old from outside
Chicago enlisted in the Army to help
him afford college, where he dreamed
of an education studying music. A 22-
year-old specialist from Oklahoma had
been married for just 2 months. A 21-
year-old private first class from Chi-
cago was 3 months pregnant. A b5-year-
old lieutenant colonel was the grand-
mother to six. A b52-year-old major
spoke very little English when he came
to this country from Mexico in his
teens, but he earned a Ph.D. in psy-
chology, became a teacher, and ulti-
mately chose to serve his country in
the military. And Kimberly Munley, a
woman who was shot several times.
Kimberly was a sergeant and a civilian
police officer. She took down the al-
leged shooter with her pistol, even as
she suffered wounds of her own from
the gunman. Yes, Fort Hood is home to
truly remarkable, selfless Americans.

Our Nation misses those who were
murdered, and our thoughts are with
those who are now healing as a result
of having been wounded in that sense-
less crime. The appropriate officials
both inside and outside the Army will
continue to investigate how such a
tragedy occurred. The Senate will sup-
port them in every way we can.

In the meantime, one of the ways we
can support the brave Americans who
volunteer for duty is to give them the
resources they need when they come
home. We are trying to move forward
on a package of bills that will make
wounded veterans’ lives a little easier.
Sadly, these bills are being
inexplicably held up by the minority.
We have a number of very important
bills that have been reported out of the
Veterans’ Committee, and we have not
been able to move forward on them.
Among other things, these bills will
help veterans to get access to the care-
givers they need for even the smallest
task they cannot handle on their own.
These bills will support veterans’ men-
tal health services and other health
benefits, and they will make sure our
veterans do not have to live on the
streets.

Right now, a Republican Senator is
singlehandedly standing in the way of
these bills. Under the rules of the Sen-
ate, that is what he decided to do, but
that doesn’t make it right. I hope he
will drop his objection so we can put
our veterans’ health ahead of whatever
issues he is concerned about. The same
Senator did this for months on a num-
ber of very important environmental
bills, some lands bills. In that instance,
we gathered all the bills together and
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put them into one bill and on a bipar-
tisan basis got them out of here. We
have done the same with these vet-
erans bills.

These are extremely important, pop-
ular pieces of legislation, and we are
going to move forward on these as
quickly as we can. It would be nice if
we could do them before Veterans Day,
which is the day after tomorrow. I also
look forward to moving ahead the Mili-
tary Construction-Veterans Affairs ap-
propriations that will fund housing for
our military families, improve our
bases, and support veterans programs.

Tomorrow morning when the Senate
convenes, we will have a moment of si-
lence to honor the fallen at Fort Hood.
I encourage all Senators to come to the
Senate at the time the Senate opens
tomorrow for this most important
time.

I have spoken with the Republican
leader today. He is going to be as help-
ful as possible in making sure we move
forward on this Military Construction-
Veterans Affairs appropriations bill at
the earliest possible time. I hope we
can do it tomorrow.

————

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
leader remarks, the Senate will be in a
period for the transaction of morning
business until 3 o’clock this afternoon,
with Senators permitted to speak for
up 10 minutes each.

Following morning business, the Sen-
ate will resume consideration of H.R.
3082, the bill I just talked about, Mili-
tary Construction. Senators are en-
couraged to come to the floor to offer
their amendments to this legislation.

At 4:30 p.m. today, the Senate will
turn to executive session to consider
the nomination of Andre Davis to be
U.S. circuit judge for the Fourth Cir-
cuit, with the time until 5:30 p.m.
equally divided and controlled between
Senator LEAHY and Senator SESSIONS
or their designees. At 5:30 p.m. today,
the Senate will proceed to a rollcall
vote on confirmation of the nomina-
tion. We are also working on an agree-
ment to work on other nominations, in
fact, one following the 5:30 p.m. vote.
We hope that can be worked out. Sen-
ators will be notified if and when any
agreement is reached.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

————————

FORT HOOD SHOOTING

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
associate myself with the remarks of
the majority leader with respect to the
shooting, the murdering of our troops
in Fort Hood last Thursday. I will have
more to say about that later.
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HOUSE-PASSED HEALTH CARE

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, last
Saturday evening, Democratic leaders
in the House passed by the narrowest of
margins a massive bill with a simple
goal: to vastly expand the Federal Gov-
ernment’s role in the health care deci-
sions of every American. This bill is
strongly opposed by most Americans,
which is why one out of seven Demo-
crats voted against it. These Demo-
crats have gotten the message that
Americans are fed up with all the
spending and all the debt and that they
do not support a so-called health care
reform that raises premiums, raises
taxes, and slashes Medicare. Americans
don’t want a 2,000-page, trillion-dollar
government experiment in health care.
They want commonsense reforms that
increase access and lower costs.

Soon, Senate Democrats will propose
their version of a health care bill. We
don’t yet know all the details, but we
do know that at its core, this bill
would also lead to higher premiums,
higher taxes, and massive cuts to Medi-
care to fund new government pro-
grams. This is not the reform the
American people were looking for. This
is not the reform they were told they
could expect.

Americans feel as though they have
been taken for a ride in this debate. I
don’t blame them. It is time we listen
to the American people. At a time of
double-digit unemployment and record
deficits and debt, the views of ordinary
Americans should not be cast aside.

———

20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FALL
OF THE BERLIN WALL

Mr. MCcCCONNELL. Mr. President,
today marks a very important day in
the cause of freedom. On this day 20
years ago, the Berlin Wall, which for
decades had divided the free people of
West Berlin from the captive Germans
in the Soviet-controlled East Berlin, fi-
nally came down.

In anticipation of this anniversary,
we had the rare honor last Tuesday of
hearing German Chancellor Angela
Merkel address a joint meeting of Con-
gress. She was the first German Chan-
cellor to do so in more than 50 years.
Chancellor Merkel spoke about the ex-
perience of growing up with millions of
others behind the Iron Curtain. She
spoke of how it was impossible for her-
self and anyone else she knew to travel
to America. Yet even as a child she
knew that tyranny was wrong and that
the answer to tyranny could be found
across the ocean in America.

Now decades later, Chancellor
Merkel’s country has gained that free-
dom, and a little girl who grew up
under a repressive regime is the freely
elected leader of a united Germany.
Here is what Chancellor Merkel had to
say about what made that extraor-
dinary journey possible. She said just
last week:

Twenty years have passed since we were
given this incredible gift of freedom. But
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